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Editorial
For more than twenty-five years, the Sténopé association has been 
working to showcase the richness and diversity of contemporary 
photography through exhibitions, talks, outreach activities and events 
open to all. Over the years, the Biennale Nicéphore + has become an 
unmissable event, where artists, art lovers, professionals and those 
simply curious come together around a shared passion for the image.

This year has a special significance, as the world of photography 
celebrates the bicentenary of its invention. Under the theme 
‘Révélation(s)’, this 18th season reminds us just how much the image 
remains a powerful tool for sharing, questioning and opening up to 
others.

As a member of the LUX Network since its inception, Nicéphore + is 
part of a nationwide initiative that brings together festivals committed 
to promoting responsible, socially conscious and sustainable 
photography.

An event like this could not take place without the ongoing involvement 
of the association’s members, the support of our public and private 
partners, the trust of the artists, and the commitment of all those who 
help bring this collective adventure to life.

Finally, thank you to all of you, whether you are loyal visitors or 
newcomers. Your presence, your curiosity and your commitment to 
this event are what give our work meaning. It is for you that we create, 
year after year, events that encourage discovery and exchange.

On behalf of the whole team at Sténopé, I hope you have a wonderful 
time exploring this 18th Biennale Nicéphore +.

François Berrué 
President of Sténopé
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Some words resound as invitations. They leave us free to 
embrace them, encouraging us to grasp their multifaceted 
meanings and uses, and to expand upon or challenge any 
preconceived ideas.

‘Révélation’ is one such word – a word that certainly needed to 
be in the plural to emphasise this even further.

Naturally, therefore, it has come to encompass – without, 
however, constraining – the true sense unfolding in this 
18th Biennale Nicéphore +.

Running against the tide of introspection increasingly powerful in 
our times, it is a movement from the individual to the collective, 
a shared foundation, that this year’s biennale seeks to invoke.

Through the work, the aim is to explore the concept of the 
extimate and the paradox that this embodies: that which is the 
most intimate to oneself is yet turned outwards and offered to 
another.

Building on this cornerstone, and driven by their work – which 
remains, nonetheless, unique – the explorations of the eleven 
invited artists contribute to the construction of new imaginary 
worlds. By striving to make sensory experiences tangible, and 
by making invisible dynamics visible, they help to map out a 
collective narrative made up of personal stories.

Révélation(s)
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Each of their approaches serves to outline how such resonances 
are set up and the many ways in which the personal becomes 
the shared. They mirror the processes of emergence during 
which and through which our inner worlds transform and 
transcend themselves.

This framework also gives witness too the way in which 
the photographers, through experimentation and the re-
appropriation of the medium, constantly reactivate its evocative 
power. By questioning it, building upon it, and at times 
challenging it, they reveal the intertwining of layers through 
which it coheres.

With the celebrations marking the bicentenary of photography 
having just begun across the country and with them set to 
continue throughout the coming year, this edition, thanks to 
its guest contributors, reaffirms that photographic creation is a 
living, porous art form, in constant dialogue.

So in recognition of their precious contribution, the Biennale 
Nicéphore + aims to create spaces for reflection and dialogue. 
We extend here an invitation that reaches beyond the exhibitions 
themselves which asks only that you take time to be part of a 
movement already underway.

Anne Eleonore Gagnon 
Artistic director
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• �Galerie Sténopé  
(Festival Information Desk)

5 rue de la Treille 
Clermont-Ferrand 
ê �Tue–Sun, 2 pm–7 pm

• �Hôtel Fontfreyde – 
centre photographique

34 rue des Gras 
Clermont-Ferrand 
ê �Tue–Sat, 1:30 pm–7 pm
ê �Sun 4, 11 and 18 Oct, 
2 pm–7 pm

• Assemblia 
14 rue Buffon
​Hall d’Assemblia 
Clermont-Ferrand
ê �Mon, Tue, Wed and Fri, 8:15 
am–12:15 pm and 1 pm–4 pm
ê �Thu, 8:15 am–12:15 pm 

• Salle Gilbert Gaillard
2 rue Saint-Pierre 
Clermont-Ferrand
ê �Tue–Sat, 9:30 am–12:30 pm 
and 1:30 pm–6 pm 
ê �Sun 4, 11 and 18 Oct,  
2 pm–7 pm

• Centre Camille Claudel
3 rue Maréchal Joffre 
Clermont-Ferrand
ê �Tue–Sun, 2 pm–6 pm

• �Chapelle de l’Ancien  
Hôpital Général 

22 rue Sainte-Rose 
Clermont-Ferrand 
ê �Tue–Sun, 2 pm–7 pm 

• Jardin Lecoq
boulevard François Mitterrand, 
avenue Vercingétorix 
Clermont-Ferrand
ê �Sat 10 and Sun 11 Oct,  
11 am–6 pm

List of venues
The various venues of the Nicéphore + Biennale,  
spread across Clermont-Ferrand, host exhibitions, talks 
and events throughout the festival.

Free entry to all venues
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Events
Festival opening weekend

ê Friday 2 October
Tour with the artists
From 6.30 pm, explore the 
exhibitions alongside the guest 
photographers on a tour of the 
various festival venues.
Starting point: Hôtel Fontfreyde
ê Saturday 3 October
Meet the photographers
The artists will be present at their 
exhibition venues from 2 pm to talk 
to the public about their creative 
processes and their works.
Portfolio readings
Reserved for photographers.
Advanced booking 
by 20 September at 
anneeleonoregagnon@stenope-
clermont.com
Places are limited.
SAIF hub 
From 9.30 am to 12 noon, come 
and meet representatives from  
the Société des Arts Visuels et  
des Images Fixes.
Where: �Hôtel Alexandre Vialatte  

16 place Delille

ê �Tuesday 6 October at 6 pm
Opening of the exhibition by 
students at Lycée La Fayette 
Presentation of work by students 
on the Vocational Baccalaureate in 
Photography (see p. 32). 
Where: Assemblia
ê �Saturday 10 and Sunday 11 
October from 11 am to 6 pm

The LUX Tour is stopping off  
in Clermont-Ferrand
Come and discover the mobile  
film photography studio run by  
the Trigone collective and take  
part in workshops on photography  
(see p. 33).
Where: Jardin Lecoq

Throughout the festival
Why not adopt a photograph?
An invitation to discover and 
support works from the collections 
of the Nicéphore Niépce Museum 
in Chalon-sur-Saône (see p. 35).
Educational tours
Guided tours are available for 
secondary schools throughout  
the festival.  
Please register at  
CA.stenope@gmail.com

Credits
Cover image: ©Sabatina Leccia
Cover design and production: ©Aude Lévis
Programme: design and production: ©Studio Bleu Canari
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DORA TISHMANN
(Serbia)

And there was light
This project explores the ways in which 
electrical energy behaves when it comes 
into contact with matter. In a darkroom,  
I  generate electrical discharges that strike 
plants, minerals, shapes and objects. Captured 
on 4×5 film as photograms, these traces reveal 
the cellular and molecular nature of light – a 
luminous geometry. They act as a revelation 
of an invisible dimension where the infinitely 
small and the infinitely large coexist, and where 
scales merge.

www.doratishmann.com  
@dora.tishmann

Hôtel Fontfreyde –
centre photographique 

34 rue des Gras 
ê Tue–Sat, 1:30 pm–7 pm

ê Sun 4, 11 and 18 Oct, 2 pm–7 pm
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DANA COJBUC
(Romania)

Effluve
This exhibition presents a cross-section of 
Dana Cojbuc’s work, featuring pieces from 
several series that are emblematic of her 
artistic approach: Yggdrasil, Ouvrir le rivage, 
Effluve, Traces de silence, and En levko.
The artist casts a poetic eye over the landscape, 
playing with it and boldly staging it. Starting 
from her own prints, she extrapolates, redefines 
boundaries, and reinvents the subject through 
drawing. The boundary between photography 
and charcoal work is subtle and mysterious, 
opening the way to imaginary places.

www.danacojbuc.net 
@danacojbuc

Hôtel Fontfreyde –
centre photographique 

34 rue des Gras 
ê Tue–Sat, 1:30 pm–7 pm

ê Sun 4, 11 and 18 Oct, 2 pm–7 pm
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ALESSANDRA CALÒ
(Italy)

Ctonio
Ctonio is a photographic series that offers us a 
vision of a dreamlike, timeless place, one that 
plunges into darkness to tell an ancient story, 
where past and present intertwine with reality, 
legends, possible truths, and mythologies. 
Here, nature and humankind are placed in a 
symbolic darkness, understood as an intangible 
space from which new visions emerge and new 
possibilities open up to the imagination.

www.alessandracalo.it 
@_.alessandracalo._

Hôtel Fontfreyde –
centre photographique 

34 rue des Gras 
ê Tue–Sat, 1:30 pm–7 pm

ê Sun 4, 11 and 18 Oct, 2 pm–7 pm
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EMILIE ARFEUIL
(France)

Hylé 
Hylé, the greek term for “primordial matter” or 
“protomatter”, opens up a realm populated by 
chimeras, where the boundaries between the 
living and the mineral, the organic and the cosmic, 
dissolve.
In darkness, bodies and plants are painted with 
photosensitive pigments and gradually emerge from 
the blackness: what had eluded the gaze becomes 
visible.
Hylé sketches a utopian vision of the connection 
between humanity and nature.
The mythic becomes a political gesture: transforming 
the gaze and bringing about a new order that is 
sensitive, inclusive, and profoundly poetic.

www.emiliearfeuil.com 
@emiliearfeuil_art

Hôtel Fontfreyde –
centre photographique 

34 rue des Gras 
ê Tue–Sat, 1:30 pm–7 pm

ê Sun 4, 11 and 18 Oct, 2 pm–7 pm
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© MATTA-CLARK Gordon
Automation House, 1972
Cinema, 16 mm film, black and white, sound
Running time: 32’

FNAC 01-020
Collection du Centre national des arts plastiques
En dépôt au [mac] musée d’art contemporain, Marseille
© Adagp, Paris / Cnap
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GORDON  
MATTA-CLARK
(USA) 

Automation House, 
1972
A leading figure on the New York art scene 
of the 1970s, Gordon Matta-Clark explored 
architecture through acts of cutting into and 
opening up structures. Automation House 
reflects the artist’s early interest in the 
perception of space and the way in which 
bodies inhabit it.
Here, through a play of mirrors, reflections 
and disorientating framing, the artist subverts 
perspective and juxtaposes situations that 
conventional framing would conceal.
Straddling the line between performance and 
cinematic experimentation, the film blurs the 
viewer’s points of reference. This principle 
of reflection, which opens unexpected gaps 
within the image, already foreshadows its 
building cuts: the incision as a means of 
revealing what architecture had kept hidden.

Hôtel Fontfreyde –
centre photographique 

34 rue des Gras 
ê Tue–Sat, 1:30 pm–7 pm

ê Sun 4, 11 and 18 Oct, 2 pm–7 pm
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GRÉGOIRE DELANOS
(France)

Érosion
Érosion is the convergence of two series of works. 
Le cri – a long-term documentary and visual art 
project – captures on film the development of 
190 hectares of farmland and forest in the Haute-
Loire, and the transformation of the landscape. 
De la terre sous les griffes is a work of autofiction 
exploring the artist’s intimate connection with the 
living world, taking the form of photographs, texts, 
fragments and installations. At their intersection, 
the photographic material is at times altered, 
filtered or reinterpreted, in dialogue with the living.

www.gregoiredelanos.com 
@gregoiredelanos

Centre Camille Claudel 
3 rue Maréchal Joffre 

ê Tue–Sun, 2 pm–6 pm 
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AGNÉ GINTALAITÉ
(Lithuania)

Chasing digital truth 
In this series, Agnė Gintalaitė draws on her 
own photographic archives and generative 
AI to challenge the fragile authority of the 
photographic image. The works take the form of 
black-and-white photographs, but their subjects 
would never have been able to pose for a 
camera. Human and animal bodies become 
indistinguishable where the algorithm makes a 
mistake, repeats or corrects excessively. The 
error then becomes a means of revelation, 
showing how digital images learn to resemble 
reality.

www.gintalaite.eu 
@agnegintalaite

Salle Gilbert Gaillard 
2 rue Saint-Pierre

ê Tue–Sat, 9:30 am–12:30 pm and 1:30 pm–6 pm
ê Sun 4, 11 and 18 Oct, 2 pm–7 pm
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LAURE NILLUS
(France)

Dé-payser
Dé-payser is a visual and audio installation.
In a four-channel / quadraphonic sound 
installation, the stories of local residents, 
carers and people in exile who have 
attempted to cross the Franco-Italian border 
– which has been closed since 2015 – are 
interwoven. Echoing this composition of 
words – and sounds recorded on site – 
black-and-white photographs of the places 
where these stories unfolded are displayed 
on the walls of the space.

@laurenillus

Salle Gilbert Gaillard 
2 rue Saint-Pierre

ê Tue–Sat, 9:30 am–12:30 pm and 1:30 pm–6 pm
ê Sun 4, 11 and 18 Oct, 2 pm–7 pm





Venue map
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MARINE LÉCUYER
(France)

Préludes
A sensitive and subjective exploration of 
the Gaspé Peninsula (Quebec), Marine 
Lécuyer’s series Préludes takes the 
pathways of the imagination to explore 
the contours of an elegiac and vibrant 
natural world, set against the fleeting 
presence of humankind. At the intersection 
of reality and fiction, the characters in a 
story with blurred timelines blend into the 
natural surroundings and question our 
relationship with the world, in an ode to 
life that embraces the invisible.

www.marinelecuyer.com 
@_marinelecuyer

Chapelle de l’Ancien Hôpital Général
22 rue Sainte-Rose 

ê Tue–Sun, 2 pm–7 pm 
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ALEXIS PICHOT
(France)

Rêve primaire
This series is the third instalment in a trilogy 
devoted to forests. It is inspired by the ambition 
of botanist Francis Hallé to “recreate a primary 
forest in France”: 70,000 hectares left to 
develop naturally for 700 years.
Reflecting on this dizzying expanse of time 
sparked a calling within me. I wanted to see 
the forest through the eyes of an insect, to 
make visible what is invisible to human eyes. 
From this nocturnal vision emerges a dreamlike 
forest, almost underwater. I invite you into a 
healing forest.

www.alexispichot.com  
@alexis_pichot

Chapelle de l’Ancien Hôpital Général
22 rue Sainte-Rose 

ê Tue–Sun, 2 pm–7 pm 
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SABATINA LECCIA
(France)

Traverser la nuit 
Traverser la nuit is a visual journey through the 
poetic meanderings of my nights. The images 
echo one another and resonate like lingering 
visions: landmarks shift, the sea becomes 
the sky, and the landscapes blur. With its 
layers, colours, embroidery and perforations, 
each piece reveals a new perspective as you 
draw closer. The exhibition invites the viewer 
to embark on a sensory and contemplative 
journey, opening up inner, sensitive landscapes 
that lie on the border between the visible and 
the imperceptible.

www.sabatinaleccia.com  
@sabatinaleccia

Chapelle de l’Ancien Hôpital Général
22 rue Sainte-Rose 

ê Tue–Sun, 2 pm–7 pm 
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© Maël Gayton

LYCÉE LA FAYETTE 
Le monde autrement
The fruit of an eight-year 
partnership between the Pôle 
Image at Lycée La Fayette 
and the Sténopé association, 
this exhibition embodies the 
association’s mission to support 
the professional training of 
young photographers. With the 
support of their teaching staff, 
this project offers students on 
the Vocational Baccalaureate 
programme their first group 
exhibition in a specialist setting. 
Invited to explore the theme 
‘Revelation(s)’, here they 
present unique perspectives 
that reveal the world in a 
different light, affirming their 
already distinct individualities.

Assemblia
14 rue Buffon

​Hall d’Assemblia 
ê Mon, Tue, Wed and Fri, 8:15 am–12:15 pm  

and 1 pm–4 pm
ê Thu, 8:15 am–12:15 pm
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LUX Tour 
With the Trigone collective 

À l’origine  
du Cœur
To mark the Bicentenary 
of Photography, the LUX 
Network invites you to enjoy 
an experience in analogue 
photography created by the Trigone collective, on board its 
mobile studio caravan.
The LUX Tour is stopping off in Clermont-Ferrand during the 
festival with this travelling exhibition, designed to reach out to 
audiences across France.
The caravan offers visitors a unique experience, with the 
deployment of the project À l’origine du Cœur, organised 
by the collective. The installation allows visitors to take 
a photograph based on the heartbeat of the participants. 
Visitors are invited to enter the darkroom to take a photograph 
using their heart, through a process that captures their heart 
rate. Once developed, the photographs are scanned and then 
printed out to be given to visitors.
Each print is unique and represents a heartbeat at that very 
moment in their lives.
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Jardin Lecoq
boulevard François Mitterrand, avenue Vercingétorix 

ê Sat 10 and Sun 11 Oct, 11 am–6 pm
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AUDIO CLIPS 
Élodie Bonin is a podcaster and sound artist specialising 
in the history of photography. Through a series of exclusive 
audio clips dedicated to the Biennale’s photographers, she 
offers a different way to discover their worlds, through listening 
and storytelling.
You can find all the clips on our website (in french only).

AN (ALMOST) COMPLETE 
DICTIONARY OF 
PHOTOGRAPHY
This dictionary is a publication that traces 200 years of the 
history of photography through the eyes of the members of 
the LUX Network.
This compact dictionary, designed with finesse and an eye for 
aesthetics by Agnès Dahan Studio, has been conceived as a 
treasured item to keep and take with you whenever you attend 
an event organised by its members.
It brings together a constellation of letters, words and 
definitions chosen by each of the members, offering a 
sensitive mapping of their worlds. Each entry finds a visual 
counterpart in a work from their artistic programme, weaving 
a dialogue between language and image.
Nicéphore + has selected a photograph by Alessandra Calò 
(series title: Ctonio, title of the work: Il nascondiglio).
Distributed free of charge at all the festivals and fairs within 
the LUX Network, it serves as an educational tool, a collective 
manifesto and a companion on the journey.
Printed run of 15,000 copies.
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ADOPT A PHOTO!
Why not adopt a photograph from the collections of the 
Nicéphore Niépce Museum?
To celebrate 200 years of photography, 2 x 100 reproduced 
images are waiting for you to look 
after them, make a place for them 
in your life and invite them to join 
other images at ultra-temporary 
exhibitions…
There are a hundred images for you 
to discover at the Nicéphore Niépce 
Museum in Chalon-sur-Saône, as 
well as at the Sténopé gallery – the 
Nicéphore + Festival Information 
Desk in Clermont-Ferrand.
Follow the moments in the double 
life of these images on our social 
media!

3 to 11 Oct 2026 in Chalon-sur-Saône
3 to 24 Oct 2026 in Clermont-Ferrand

Information: 
contact@museeniepce.com / ca.stenope@gmail.com 
To find out more at the Sténopé gallery.

Galerie Sténopé (Festival Information Desk)
5 rue de la Treille 

ê Tue–Sun, 2 pm–7 pm
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BECOMING A MEMBER 
OF THE STÉNOPÉ 
ASSOCIATION
For over 25 years, Sténopé has been promoting photography 
in Clermont-Ferrand through exhibitions, talks, outreach 
activities and public events.
By becoming a member, you are supporting an independent 
organisation dedicated to promoting contemporary 
photography, and you are taking part in a cultural and human 
endeavour driven by passionate volunteers.
The Nicéphore + International Photography Biennale and 
Les Sténopédies, the association’s flagship events, take 
place across numerous cultural venues in Clermont-Ferrand, 
fostering an exchange of perspectives and openness to the 
public.
These two events also provide a springboard for emerging 
photography and young artists, thanks in particular to the 
partnership with the Pôle Image at Lycée La Fayette, whose 
students are invited to exhibit their work alongside established 
artists.

Joining Sténopé means helping to promote photography in  
our region and sharing an open-minded view of the world.

www.festivalphoto-nicephore
  @stenope_festival_nicephore
  stenope.nicephore
  CA.Stenope@gmail.com

Galerie Sténopé (Festival Information Desk)
5 rue de la Treille 
Tue–Sun, 2 pm–7 pm©
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The Nicéphore + festival  
is a member of the LUX Network

The LUX Network is the national network of photography 
festivals and fairs.
It brings together organisations across the country united by 
a shared ambition: to bring photography to life as close as 
possible to the public. Through its activities, the LUX Network 
works to raise awareness of photography in all its forms, 
to support creative work and the people behind it, and to 
enhance the visibility and influence of the 33 festivals and 
fairs that make up the network.
To be a member of the LUX Network means committing 
to upholding its Code of Ethics, which was drawn up 
collectively to promote responsible, inclusive and sustainable 
photography.

M e m b e r  o f  t h e

Network of photography festivals et fairs
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200 LUX - A project  
to celebrate 200 years  

of photography 
To mark the Bicentenary of Photography, the LUX Network is 
paying tribute to two centuries of innovation and creativity in 
photography by offering the general public a project centred 
on three themes designed to be accessible to everyone 
across the country.

AN (ALMOST) COMPLETE DICTIONARY OF PHOTOGRAPHY
A publication that traces 200 years of the history of 
photography through the eyes of the network’s members.

200 LUX L’EXPOSITION #2
A group exhibition featuring all members of the LUX Network 
at the MAC, Maison des Arts et de la Culture in Créteil (94).

LUX TOUR
A tour of France in a mobile analogue photo studio caravan 
to offer an artistic, participatory and immersive experience.
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200 LUX  
L’EXPOSITION #2
For the second time, the 33 members of the LUX Network 
are coming together for a group exhibition that showcases 
the richness of contemporary photographic creation. For this 
exhibition, Nicéphore + presents the work of

Marie Docher
Mues 
In a cellar, time has worked in silence. Slides forgotten since 
the turn of the 2000s resurface, altered: landscapes eroded, 
faces turned to ghosts. What Marie Docher rediscovers 
in 2025 are no longer quite her own images – and that is 
precisely what makes them precious. They are the visible 
trace of a radical shift in perspective, towards a photography 
of complicity, built on sharing, horizontality and co-creation.
Mues is part of Révélation(s), the 2026 edition of Nicéphore +, 
through an intimate history of the gaze: that slow inner process 
which always precedes the birth of a new image.

200 LUX L’EXPOSITION #2
ê 19 Sep–19 Dec 2026 

MAC – Maison des Arts, scène nationale de Créteil
1 place Salvador Allende, 94000 Créteil 
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Thank you  
to all our partners



Galerie IKONOS
2 bis rue Ste Claire - 63000 Clermont-Ferrand

06 61 11 55 24

L E  O F F

Clermont-Ferrand accueille IKONOS, une
nouvelle galerie entièrement dédiée à la
photographie.
Dirigée par Laurent Chemin, elle propose
une programmation OFF pendant la
Biennale Nicéphore + invitant à découvrir
une photographie curieuse et inventive,
portée par des regards singuliers et
contemporains.

IKONOS, un rendez-vous incontournable
pour les amoureux de la photographie !

Retrouvez la programmation du OFF sur le
site de la galerie.

www.ikonos.photo
43

Galerie IKONOS
2 bis rue Sainte-Claire 

63000 Clermont-Ferrand
06 61 11 55 24

Clermont-Ferrand welcomes IKONOS, a new gallery 
entirely dedicated to photography. Directed by Laurent 
Chemin, it offers an OFF program during the Nicéphore + 
Biennale, inviting visitors to discover intriguing 
and inventive photography, shaped by unique and 
contemporary perspectives.

www.ikonos.photo
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